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Sixty Miles an Hour HurricaneSweeps Water Out
of the Bay.

VESSELS GO AGROUND,

Lowest Tide in Many Years.
Much Damage on the Long

I Island Shores.
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Jack Frost Was
His throne was in Htiron, S. D.,

wat&t at Tampa.

Forecast for to-day: Con.
tinned cold and fair.
In accordance with the prediction of

the Weather Bureau the cold wave, said
to be following in the rear of the big
storm of Tuesday night, like the tail of a

comet, struck the city with terrific fiercenessafter midnight yesterday.
It brought with it the lowest temperatureknown on a parallel date since

February 9, J873, when the thermometer
dropped to one degree below zero.

The severity of tlte weather resulted in
deaths in New York City and vicinity.
Score* of persons were taken to hospitals
badly frozen, while ((ises, of frost bite
were innumerable.

The highest wind relocitg teas sixty
miles an hour; ferry boats were blocked,
and traffic generally was impeded, and
the tide at the Battery icas the lowest
known for years. The few incoming
C-f*>ri.ntwo /. ! / >

Official figures give the maximum tempi'ratare during the dag at above at 3
p. m., and the lowest at 3 below zero at
1:30 a. m.

Deaths from the Cold.
Do I >1 nil. William, of No. 70 Jackson street,

'J'atcrson, N. J.; found frozen on the steps of his
home.
Fields, John, of Paterson. N. J., a truckman;found frozen to death on the seat of his vehicleon the river road, near Little Falls, N. J.
Matthews, Peter, of West Orange. N. J.,

a hermit; found frozen in his 'hut and taken to
the Orange Memorial Hospital, where he died. He
was seventy-four years of age. From motives of
economy he had no fire in his dwelling.
Smjtky, Joseph, of Barren Island, driver)<>i a delivery wagon. His horse balked in a snow-jdrift and Smitky curled up in the wagon and went

to sleep. He was found frozen stiff and died beforehe could be revived.
1 .Unknown man. found at Broadway and Twenty-1sixth street; died at New York Hospital.

New Yorkers who had no thermometers
.yesterday morning did not have to consult
those who had to find, out that it was cold,
lied noses, purple faces and frost-nipped
ears told the story.

It was thirty-six degrees colder than oni
wi u«ij 1.1pt ,y *;ro.r, »uu wneu i ne

Weather Bureau predicted a cold wave Its]propliets did not say bow cold it would
lie. and 110 one was prepared for what he
really got. A v

IC the well-to-do, with comfortable!
homes, suffered, the misery among the
poor, the ill-clad and the homeless Vwas
unspeakable. The records of those dead
and the list of the sufferers taken to the
hospitals, some of whom will doubtless
not recover, tell their own story. The
suffering, judging from the list of fatalities
in the vicinity of New York City, was
even more severe than in the city itself in
comparison with the number of sufferers.
The wind, which at 11 o'clock in the

morning was blowing at the rate of about]forty-five miles an hour, hit it up to a mile
ft minute gait about noon, while the mercurybegan to cavort around the zero
point, getting as low as two above. In
the afternoon the wind velocity changedfrom time to time, averaging about fortyfivemiles an hour, with an occasional
spurt up to sixty.
At the Battery old boatmen said theyhad not seen the tide so low for years,TJie fierce northwest wind blew the water

back, until at noon, when there is usually
t welve feet of water, theVe Svas only half

COMMISSIONER KE
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^ "THERE is no suffering of the poor
Department of 'Public Charities.

T J well warmed.
+ There is great suffering, howevee

not in institutions. They are ili-houu

^ prepared in any way to withstand the
There is no way of helping poor p

^ by private charity. This is due to the

^ Public Charities to give relief to people
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but his frigid forces held the whole coi

could only send muddy water to the water
tower in South street.

Frost Even in Florida.
Southward the storm stretched to Florida,as far as a line drawn from Tampa

across to Jupiter, with a minimum temperatureof 30 degrees. These temperatureswere forecast by the Bureau at
Washington on Wednesday. The temperaturelast, night continued abnormally low
in all districts east of the Rocky Mountains.At Cincinnati the previous low temperaturerecord was broken, the mercury
showing 10 degrees below zero. A marked
but gradual moderation in temperatm*e
east, of he Rocky Mountains is looked for,
beginning to-day. In Floi-ida normal temperaturemay be expected to-night.
Last night some of the low temperatures

at central, points were: Washington. 7
below: Jacksonville, 28 above; St. Louis,
16 below; Kansas City, 20 below. Fair
ana cold weather is predicted tor \ew
England to-day. Northern New York is
to have it colder, while in the southern
portion the cold is expected to continue
shout the same. t

1'he ice was very thick in* the North
Rivet" yesterday, and was driven in solid
into the ferry slips. It took the ferryboat
Chicago half an hour to break her way
through a hundred yards of ice. There
was also much ice in the bay, and the;
marine observer at Sandy Hook reported1
a large field being carried out past the
Hook by the ebb tide. / ,

The poor suffered terribly./the homeless
most of all, naturally. Many lives among
flipi class were saved by the police, who
found them shelter in the 'station houses
and in phblle institutions. Many intoxi!cated men and women were saved in the
same manner.
At the City lodging-House Twenty-third

street and Sixth avenue, the attendants
were busy all night caring for the half
frozen and half starved men, womeiNind
children who came there for aid. Of the
294 persons sheltered, 271 were men, 17
women and G children.
One woman called with three little childrenall under seven. She was so weak

that she could hardly make those within
hear her knock at the door. The children
were half frozen. The attendants at the
Out Door Poor at the foot of East Twentyjsixth street were alsp very busy. There
were many callers at "tlellevue yesterday
morning more or less frostbitten. Some
were suffering from alcoholism.

Too Cold for Snow Sweeping.
Street Cleaning Coinmlssionpr McCartneyalso had his troubles. He engaged all

the man who applied for work in the
morning, but soon his foremen began to
report that the men simply couldn't work.
They were poorly clad and, numbed with
the cold, they would throw down their
shovels. This was especially the case with
the Italians. All the Commissioner asks
for is men and he will soon have the snowaway.
Next to the ,humai\ beings the poorhorses suffered most from the storm.

v_.uiiit.-u luruiiHU aim lurougll, lliey had 10perform their tasks oh toy pavements,which gave them practically no footing]whatever. A policeman counted ten horsesfall within half an hour at Broadway and |Wall street. It was much the same thingall over the city.
Last evening about 9 o'clock PolicemanOorran found a one-legged man at Twenjtieth street and Broadway. He was over:come with the cold and had been drinking.He called a patrol wagon and had himtaken to the police station. Prom there an

ambulance took him to the Now York Hospital,whereithe surgeon pronounced him
dead. Cause of death was given as heartfailure superinduced exhaustion from
the cold. The man had only twenty-seven
cents in his possession.
Overcome with the cold, Henry Powers,of No. 107 Clinton street, Albany, fell in

East Fourteenth street last night and cut
his face so badly that he was sent to the
hospital. t
At Patersnfl, N. .T., the thermometer

reached 1) d«*rees below zero, and as a re|suit ouc nmfi was frozen to death and two
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5:00 a. t above ^

4- 0:00 a, m zeroj
^ 7:00 a. ni . , 1 below 4
T 7:30 a. m 3 below 4-j
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tates Yesterday.^
mtry in subjection, even freezing tfl£

^
others are in a critical eondit^jifrom exposure.'William Doland was fom^N^pe.he
steps of his sister's house, No. 79 Jackson
street, having been unable to gain admittance.He was unconscious from the cold
and died an hour later.
John Fields, aged seventeen, i was found

frozen on iiis wagon on the Little Falls
turnpike, near Lincoln Bridge. He is at
the General Hospital, Paterson, in a precariouscondition, and even should he re="
cover will probably lose one or both of his
feet.
A milkman at Freakness was also found

on his wagon frozen. He may die.
Sea Does Damaqe on Long Island.
Along Long Islam! Sound the cold was accompaniedby a gale, and great waves broke

high over piers! swept over highways and
did thousands of dollars worth of damage
to the country estates/ of New Yorkers.
High and dry on Sands Point is a rowbout,.with its stern and bow crushed in. Frozen
to one of the oar locks is half an oar, and
it is believed that some boatman lost his
life ii\i the gale>

iic mgn protective >oa wail around All
View, 0. Oliver Iselin's Premium Point
mansion, was damaged by the big combers
to the extent of several thousand dollars.
Huntley Island at Maiuaroneck was <futirelysubmerged and the cellars in the

homes of H. M. Flagler, Adrian Iselin, John
S. Hegeman, James- Constable and E. H.Weirtherbee were flooded. The t bowlingallcy\elub house and docks of Mr. Weatkenbee\vere damaged by the high tide, while
the private piers of A. M. McGregor. Mr.
Flagler, Thomas F. Oakes, E. C. Benedict
and the Bostwicks were partly ruined.
Jamaica Bay on the south shore of LongIsland, was rapidly freezing pCer last nighi.and experienced boatmen said that to-dayit would be closed to all navigation.
In this event Barren Island and other islandsin the bay will be cut oft' from communication.A thousand persons live on

Barren Island. They are the families of
workingmen employed in the garbage and
fertilizer works. The grocery stores on theisland were busy yesterday laying by suppliesfor the contingency.

MINUS WEATHER FROM . ,

urnr ta tup
HCK.C iu inn /nidMdblPPI.

Chicago Had It 20 Below Zero; at
Huron, S. D., It Was 36 Below, and

Even Tampa Had Frost.

New York did not have a monopoly of the
zero weather yesterday. All the way from
the Mississippi Valley to the Atlantic Ocean
the cold zone extended, and from every
city in the Central West come reports of
the cdldest Weather in years. A few comparisonsof widely divergent towns are of
interest.

TJje coldest place in the United States
wjfs Huron. S. I)., where the thermometer
registered 36 degrees below zero. It is a
far cry from Huron to Topeka, Kan., but
the capita] of the Populist Sta^e blew steam
from its nostrils in an atmosphere regis£1
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:RCE GALE
There Were Odd 1

Some Distressif
Quite Lai

DIDN'T KNOW H
CASTELANO CRANEIRO, a native of It

over from Brooklyn yesterday afternoon
he braced himself against a door and gave veil

Km BUTO BIOUVJI1 VIOUEUV/ |1>, UHUI.11

hands and ears of the Italian were badly froze
in the station house and sent home.

WALKED STREETS UN

JOSEPH XOSMADE, a negro, has no hqme
nesday night, slowly freezing to death. Hu

paid no attention to him. A policeman of the
and sent him to Gouverneur Hospital. He i

eOLD WATER DOa<
C HARLES YOUNG, a plumber, who lives a

involuntary ice water bath he took yesterd a

He was at work on a. frozen water pipe whe n

who came to his assistance found him violen
hold him while awaiting an ambulance from B e

recover when he thaws out.

DISCOVERED By I
Frank a. KELLOGG. an Assistant Distric

1'ork to the opera on Wednesday night in
way to the Grand Central Station he got lost,
a snowdrift near Vanderbilt avenue and Forty-s<
hat he found Mr. Kellogg, freezing to death ra'

was thawed into a limpid condition &k the Grai
lice Court yesterday, morning and released by N

DISROBED IN
PATRICKNOLAN, of No. 1611 Second an

came impressed witli the idea that it was
Seventy-second street. Divesting himself of bis
snowdrift to take off his shoes, when Policemai
station, became aware of the disrobing act. He
getic work restored him from the flapped oondi
street. Magistrate Deuel fined him $10 in Y 01

CIGAR FROZEN TO
Harold schillard, of No. 295 thim a

Otis at Manila on Sunday night. .He w

Twenty-second street, where Policeman Kahn fo
' When resuscitated in the station house he thr e

loss of his cigar. In the Police Court yesterda;
piuo's because they wear no clothes and fight wit

READ NEWSPAPER
CHARLES DUNN, of No. 264 Seventh aven

Wednesday pight, braced his back again si
paper, He rapidly solidified, and when a polici
paper a few inches from his face. Fortunate lj
edge had entirely refrigerated him. a ten-dolh

\

FORGOT WMEI

JOHN MITCHELL, of No. 247 West Twenty-s
snow. He went up the steps of a house i n

bell until he fell asleep. A policeman found hii
his index finger frozen Ae-the bell push. His ca

$10 in the Police Court.

SLEPT IN A !

JAMES MORRIS, a laborer, living in Longw
walking homeward on the tracks of the N e

height of the storm on Wednesday evening, tie
could not get hack. When a trackwalker found
taken to Fordham Hospital, where energetic wo

\ \
COLD CLOSED A

NEWARK'S (N. J.) High School is in a bar
exposed is the situation that many of tl

to school yesterda'y; an<T relief expeditions wer<
Louise Lauer and Miss K. BlewitLwere badly f:
early in the day because the furnaces were un
looms. /

Woman Insane T
IN tite insane pavilion at Bellevue Hospital i

/ may have become temporarily insane by ex
says she L Ada Barker, and that is all the in
the Mercer street station, found her wanderin
tops of the houses. She liad evidently been th
cold. Ilalko spoke to her and she gazed vac a

y "Oh, I want to go home! 1 want to go In
"Where do you live?" >.

Sl...111. Dnll,. u
UV7UK' ""I

lived 111 Brooklyn, but she did not remembei
parents lived in Lafayette avenue.

At Bellevue the physicians said she was s

would recover soon. She wore a handsome fi

tering 13 degrees below. It is almost a dayand a night travel from Dubuque, Iowa, to
St. Louis, Mo., straight to the southward.
The temperature in Dubuque was 29 de!grees below, and in St. Louis it was 19
below. People were freezing to death on
the streets of the Missouri metropolis, a
most unusual condition of affairs.
Out in poor old Chicago the weather got

so cold that the water mains froze. In the
suburbs thermometers registered 29 degreesbelow zero, and the Weather Bureau
thermometer got to the 20 below mark.
OkUn »a in tK.in if hoc Itrran ci 11Po

1872. Down Cincinnati way. just across
from Kentucky, it was 16 degrees below
vesterdav in the heart of the city. It was
10 degrees below zero in Pittsburg, and up
in the gas well country machinery froze
up, cutting off lieating facilities from many
towns and causing much suffering.
Philadelphia experienced zero weather!

""yesterday morning for the first time in
two years.

Tip in New York State, while it was
very cold, the records attained by the
thermometer came nowhere near those of
the Western cities. Along ]the line of the
New York Central Railroad the average
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' RAGES OVER NEW Yl
I MEN FROZEN FIGH

*

"hings in the Storm,
yj and Others
ughable.
E WAS FROZEN.
;aly and accustomed to cold weather, came

and walked up Broadway. In front of No. 444
t to piteous cries. A policeman of the Macdouighim a maniac, when, as a matter of fact, the
n and he did not know it. He was thawed out

TIL STIFF WITH COLD.
He walked the streets downtown all Wedrryingpedestrians to whom lie appealed for alms

Oak street station took him out of the cold
i badly frozen.

2HE CRAZED HIM.
t No. 252 Avenue A, was made inline by an

y afternoon in a cellar at No. 123 Eight avenue,

it Broke. Cold water deluged him,* aud people
ly insane. Seven men h|d all they could do to
Uuvue. He is in the insane pavilion and will

HIS OPERA HAT.
t-Attorney, of New Haven, Conn., came to New

all the glory of his evening dress. On the
A policeman saw au opera hat sticking out of

teond street early yesterday morning. Under the
pidly. There was a cut on top of his head. He
tid Central sub station, taken to jrorkviile PolagistrateDeuel.

\ I
THE STREET.
snue, while on his way home from a party, bebcdtimeat the corner of Lexington avenue and

coat., waistcoat and shirt he sat down on a

l Goldhammer, of the East Sixty-seventh street
took Nolan to the station house, where euer:tiongenerated by his attempt to sleep in the
krille Court yesterday morning.

HIS WHISKERS. 1

venue, started celebrating the victory of General 1

ound up his celebration on a sidewalk in East I
und him with, a cigar frozen fast to his whiskers. v

tatened civil action against the policeman for the
j morning he was very bitter against the Fill- '

h bows and arows. It cost him $10. J

\N A SNOWDRIFT. <
ue, sat dotrn on a sidewalk neaT bis home on t

a lamppost and began reading an evening
emau found bim he was frozen stiff, "with the '
7 he was discovered before his thirst for knowl- I
ir fine rewarded his studious habits.

}E HE LIVED. !
lixtli street, could not find his house in the
which he did not live and rang the janitor's

m peacefully leaning against the building with
relesssncss in forgetting where he lived cost him

/ 1
' \

5IN0WDRIFT.
ood avenue,, in the Borough of the Bronx, was j
w Vork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad ia the
stepped off the track to avoid the train and

rk saved liis life. His condition is not serious, ^

HIGH SGHOOL.
Ten lot awiy toward the East Orange line. So
le children succumbed to the cold on their way <

j organized by the teachers. Imogene Ulick, ;

rozen. It was necessary to dismiss the school
ible to keep up the temperature in the eighty

hrough the Gold. .

5 a handsome, well-dressed young woman who
:posure to the intense cold. The youpg woman

formation she can give. Policeman Balko, of
g up and down jjaoadway and staring at the

erefor some time, as she was numb from the
intly at him.
ome!" she cried.

understand, and then said she thought, she
in what street. At the station she said her

offering from aphasia, caused by the'cold, and
ir trimmed coat and black skirt,

temperature was about 10 decrees hfclow
zero, whicfe has been beaten frequently
during the "current Winter. Nyaek was
the coldest place hereabouts, the tempera-
turel registering 15 degrees belhw zero',
there. There is great sleighing all over
the State, every ice house is full and the
ponds and lakes are frozen over to a depth
of ten inches.
New England reports no extraordinarily'

cold weather. The average through
the vState of Connecticut was 2 below!
zero. The coldest place in that State was
jjanoury, wnere rename thermometers,
produced records of 10 degrees below.
New York was about the coldest town
along the coast, and the warmest place
was Tampa, Fla.. where 30 degrees.2 belowfreezing point.was registered.

Held for ttterjng a False Note.
William H. Ruffhead, who has tarried on businessat No. 19 Frak place under the name of the

Royal Chemical Company. was held in $1,000 bail i
in the Centre Street Court yesterday afternoon for,
trial on a charge of issuing a worthless note for
$232.75. The note is signed by John P. O'Brien,
as secretary and treasurer of the company. The
complainant was John D. Hall, of the Universal
Bag Company, of Trenton, N. J//
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Ice-Goated Firemen Fighting
As they poxired water on the blazing 1

ice, froze on their coats and helmets, an<

Firemen Fought Fierce Fk
Water That Fell Back

Upon Their Coa
U it It a fierce gate blmoing and the thernometerbelow zero, one of the worst fires

hat Xeic York has seen for many years
tearly destroyed the block bounded by
vront, Moore, South and Whitehall
streets yesterday morning. Tfie firemen
ilso fought a fierce blaze in Williamsnirgat daicn.
The firhmen worked under tremendous

Ilsadvautages, sticking to their\ posts
then covered with solid ice. Many were

rozen, but remained on duty, refusing to
field their places until they dropped.
In both instances the firemen, after

7 UT 1. J 7 77. 7.J
tura ftfjHiiny, ym inv jiumex unuxr curiroil.4

The Injured.
Blair. Bernard C..Skull fractured; taken

.0 Hudson Street Hospital.
Croker. Frank. Assistant Fire Chief.!

Ears frozen.
Pinler, F., fireman. Patrol No. 1.Hands

md arms frozen.
HcEvot. Robert.Hands, arms and feet

frozen; taken to the Hudson Street Hospital.
(tninn. Mary, a spectator.Became hystericalattended by ambulance surgeon.

AT THK WILLIAMSBURG FIRE.
McGeeican, Juseiih.Fireman, overcome

by smoke. ,

Walsh, John J., fireman.Hands, feet and
inns frozen.

\ 7With the thermometer at 3 degrees belowzero.at 7:45 o'clock yesterday morning.onthe coldest day of the Winter, fire
started in the bag factory of Walter & Bell,
Xos. 1 and 3 Front street.
In less than three hours the entire block

bounded by\Front, Whitehall. South and
Moore streets, whs an ice-encased ruin.
Prom every building hung huge stalactites
of ice ibanyyTeet thick, and the whole
fronts of buildings were reproductions in
miniature or frozen Niagaras, over which
bad flowml the flood of water from many
engines inid had frozen before It reached
the ground.
Assistant Chief Frank Croker declared it

to be the worst tire in his long experience,
Firemen were> frozen where they stood,
still holding the lines against the burning
Lrujuuiugs. inuucis ciiuoocu wnu n;t? ucuaiiM>

a part of the wall on which they rested:;
clipping and sliding on the roofs, many of
the fire fighters were badly bruised: one
was seriously injured. He fell from the
numbed arms of a comrade who was carryinghim down a ladder, the rungs of which
were ice. The water mains were clogged
on account of the great cold, and for a
time men fought only with axes and hand
grenades.
One hundred and fifty women employed

in Walter & Bell's bag factory had narrow
escapes from the flames. Some, led by one
of their comrades, Maggie Gates, climbed
to the roof of an adjoining building and
jumped over the coping to safety. Others
followed the forewoman. Anua Mahoney,
and dashed thx*ough the blinding smoke
to the street.

Firemen Like Men of Ice.
It was a fire the like of which in pietureesquejjetails New York has seldom

seen. While the firemen fought it.frozen,j
frostbitten, benumbed .by the zero

weather, made even more bitter by the
gale that swept through Whitehall street.
crowds fathered about the ferry en-
trances, around the elevated railroad
steps and on tne streets opposite the burn-!
ing block and watched the men, moving:
like cakes of ice in some swiftly flowing!
st-t£jirti, covered from head to foot witli a
mantle of ice, their beards stiff and their
faces ashen white front the cold, struggle
desperately against the onwatd march of
the flames. *

Time and again, tvhen it was thought
that the blaze was under control, it
broke forth In some unexpected corner.Immediately the attention of the
firemen was concentrated to that particularspot. The tower was raised, windows
were smashed and the water poured in
until the imperilled block was a mighty
flood.

It is not known how the Are originate^.
Martin Mulvey, a bartender i!KShea's cafe.
No. 6 Front street, was the first to notice
the smoke coming from the third floor of
Walter & Bed's bag factory. He turned in!
the alarm, but before the fire companies1
could respond the flames had spread to!
No. 5 Front street, and the entire block:
was threatened.
Mulvey and David Gllday, driver of an

ice wagon, rushed to the burning building
and warned the women who were at work.
They were panic stricken. Half of them
fought their way to the street through
the smoke. They owe their lives to the
presence of mind of the forewoman, Anna
Mahoney. The others fled to the roof, and
upon the dictation of Maggie Yates they!
dropped from the roof of the adjoining
building to tire tire escape. The girls were
taken by Father M. J. Henry to the Irish
Immigrants' Home, at No. 7 State street.

Gale Spreads the Flames.
The gale caught the flames and carried

themi as through a flue, to the storage
warehouse of J. H. Meyer & Co., Nos. 2
and 3 South street. By this time three
alarms had been sent in. and another was

sent to call out the reserves. Inspector
Cross and 103 policemen guarded the block.
Assistant Chief frank Croker was on

the scene at the first alarm, and the fire
was fought under his direction. His ears
were frozen.
Two fireboats, the Robert A. Van Wyek

und the New Yorker, pumped water through
their eight and six inch pipes.
Bernard C. Blair, a foreman on the RobertA. Van Wyck, was sent to the third

floor. He was overcome by thel dense
smoke that even the wind could not blow
from thi doomed block. Fireman Summerbar.of Hook and Ladder CompAny No. 10,
WflJl UJ Di«H r» irnvuc.

Stiuimerhiir found him lying on the floor.
He carried him down the ladder. It J was
covered with \ ice. and Sumnn ihar / was
nearlv ii'ozeii, "SYlieu within filtcw <U«t

OUS FIRE. I
+

^ ** y". ^ ^

Flames in Whitehall Streetblockit fell back in great stalactites of
1 rendered their work doubly difficult.

imes for Eight Hours with
on Them and Froze

tsxand Helmets.
of tbe grounH his hokl on Blair relaxed
and his burden fell, striking on hie head.
Suimnerhar. half realizing what had happened,jumped. He was caught by another
fireman.

'-W!hat have I done?"' fie cried. "I liave»
let him fall! Let me go, too!'*

Blair Will Not Die.
Blair was taken to Hudson Street Ht«lkitoil.Far a tim^ it vcinc thnncht h** wnnld

die. Late last night it was said he 'sould
probably recover.

Henry Quirner, a porter of the Walter &
Bell factory, was imprisoned in the cellar.
He was heard pounding on the door by
David Gilday, who, with a shovel, broke
the lock that kept the man from liberty.
There were three hotels -iri the block:

The Great Eastern,, proprietor Louis
Schmidt; .the South Ferry Hotel, J. C.
Murphy, proprietor, and Peter Hartroan's
hotel. The patrons of these were for the
most part awake and dressed when the lire
was discovered. There were many thrillingexperiences due more to panic-stricken
confusion than to any real danger.The chief damage to the hotels was by
water. The stairways became tobogganslides of solid ice. The rear wall of the
Eastern Hotel fell while men were in the
saloon below, but no one was hurt. As
the tiro progressed men with backets of
hot cpifee ran to the firemen. Throughoutthe eight hours that the men fought with
the flames they were thus supplied, and
to tbiR act of humanity the saviug of many*lives is undoubtedly due. ^The loss can be only estimated. It was
safe! last, night that the damage done would
be Iu the neighborhood of one million dollars.Every tenant in the block was a suf.
ferer. The following Is a list of them:

Eastern Hotel.J. H. Me>?r & Co.. oommt^jonmerchants; Wright & Travis, commission merchants;George J. Sweet & Co. Warren A: Straiten,flour and produce; Harry A Joe's restaurant,the South Ferry Hotel; J. H. Steel, dive oil andbutter; Mafeld. Pregnalii & Co., proprietors ot
AJiesbury Creamery Company; Doghue & Wilson,Lang & Co.. flour merchants; Hecker-Jonea MillingCompany. A. Gippert & Co., fruits; Samuel T.Dunn, W. F. Clarke & Co.. hay and grain; O. H.
Segler & Co., saloon; Whitehall Hotel. Peter Hartman'sHotel, Walter & Bell, bag factory; Arguimbau& Itamee, foreign fruits.

FIREMAN FROZEN QN
AN ICEBOUND LADDER.

Fire was discovered at 6:30 a. m. yesterday.in the big MeCormack flats, at tGate*
and Irving avenues. Williamsburg. For a
time the blaze threatened the entire" block.
The alarm was turned in by Mrs. Stringland.one of the tenants of N'o. 1505 Gates

avenue,, and the companies responded quickly.But the water in the hydrants was
frozen and the fire had a full half-hour
headway before the streams were playing.
The fire originated In the kitchen of HenryLoeffler, and is supposed to have been

caused by an overheated flue. Loeffler and
his wife were asleep and were wakened byUichard Wood, a passerby. Mrs. Loeffler"s
screams awoke the other tenants, and all
escaped In safety.
Policemen and firemen went through the

hou^e warning the tenants. * The inmates
were panic stricken and many of them fled
into the bitter cold outside in their nightclothes. They were cared for by fieighbors.By the time the firemen had thawed out ^the frozen hydrants, the fire had spread 1<>
the adjoin'ng building, and was bladingfiercely in 1505, 1507 and 1511 Gates
avenue.
The note,. er,

and lieimets, and they worked with difficulty.
Joseph MeGeegan, of Engine CompanyNo. 52. was overcome by smoke in No. 1503

Gutes avenue. He was carried out by Ills
comrades and sent to St. Catherine's Hospital.John J. Walsh, of. Engine CompanyNo. 22, became unconscious from the bitter^cold. He was 011 a, ladder, holding the
hose, and was discovered frozen to bis postby other firemen. They carried him down
the ice .encrusted ladder and sent him to
St. Catherine's Hospital. Many of the men
were slightly frost bitten.
The fire was under control after two

hours of hard fighting The damage to the
buildings is estimated at $10,000.

WIND BLEW OUT THE TIDE
AND VESSELS GROUNDED.

If the high wind of yesterday had continuedNew York City might wake up this
morning to find all the water blown out
of the bay. The wind came at sixty miles
an hour from the northwest, and every '

time the tide made an attempt to advance
it was driven back so far that it never did
get an opportunity to recuperate.The tide was the lowest boatmen at the
Battery have seen for years. Along theBattery walls there should have been
twelve feet of water at noon, but there
were but five feet and a half.The keels of the revenue cutters Hudson
and Manhattan, tied up to the Government;pier, rested on the river bottom. TheHudson stuck. '^Pie fire boats at work onthe big fire iu Front street struck bottomand they squirted muddy water throughtheir hose. A cocoatftut, boat from the
.-scuiii ran agrouna near the fire boats andremained fast, but was not injured. » ,ji.The few vessels that arrived yesterdaylooked like icebergs. Kvorythlng on decks
was frozen and sailors had an awful ordeal.
A scow was Jblown against the steamer

Langford at anchor in the lower bay. The \
scow was badly stove in and the steamer
will have to go ii to dry dock, as one of her
propeller blades was broken and another
bent so that the propeller could not be
moved. Late last night tugs were sent /
to tow her into dry dock in Brooklyn. The
Langford had drifted a mile and a half.
The gale caused the ice to set toward the

Sandy Hook shore, where the British
steamer Daniel has been anchored await
lug orders. The ice formed\a solid mass
around her and the wind forced her roward
a bar off the life saving station, where »h«

i grounded,


